Western blot analysis of immunoglobulin G antibodies to pneumococcal protein antigens in healthy adults.
Using the Western Blot technique, sera from apparently healthy individuals were shown to contain antibodies against pneumococcal protein antigens of different molecular weights. A remarkable correlation was found to exist between the number of protein bands stained and the level of antibodies to type-specific carbohydrate antigens and C-polysaccharide. The findings suggest that the presence of antibodies against protein antigens reflects past infection with pneumococci.